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From the Pastor’s Desk… 

UPCOMING GREETERS: 

 

Feb. 5—Ron and Maida Dun-

woody, front; Ron and Trudy 

Van Manen 

Feb. 12-Shawn and Sara Van 

Wyk, front; Scott and Gayla 

Van Soelen, canopy 

Feb. 19-Ron and Vickie Nik-

kel, front; Lynn Vande krol, 

canopy 

Feb. 26-John Gilpin, front;  

Steve and Jocelyn Beyer, can-

opy 

  It’s February and you know what that means?  Valentine’s Day!  
If you’re a guy you might be running to Wal-Mart on the 13th 
and hoping that you can still find a decent card for your sweet-
heart and maybe some candy or flowers to go with it.  Why in 
the world do you do this?  Is it because that what your wife or 
culture expects you to do or is there more to it? 

  For us men, maybe it’s good that there is a day to remind us of 
how much we love our wives.  We shouldn’t participate in this though if we really don’t 
mean it.  Are you buying flowers so she won’t get mad at you or because you’re supposed to 
do it?  Well, if so then you’re doing it for the wrong reasons.  You shower her with gifts 
simply as a way of saying, “I Love You.” 

  Why just wait for those special days however?  Why not work at saying it more?  Husbands 
and wives don’t let that romance die.  Surprise one another with flowers, dinners, cards or 
whatever comes to mind.  Better yet remember to say, “I Love You” and to mean it and say 
it regularly.   

  Song of Songs/Solomon has shown me just how far I have to go not only to love my wife 
like God intended but to love God like he desires.  You might not be the wordsmith that 
Solomon is but you can still say, “I Love You.”  Spend some telling your loved ones just 
how much you love them and why. 

  While you are at it,  don’t forget your heavenly father who also loves you dearly.  He 

doesn’t need a card or flowers but he does desire your heart.  Don’t forget to tell him how 

much you love him.  Take some time and write a love note to God telling him exactly why 

you love him so much!  While you are at it don’t forget your sweetheart either!  Happy Val-

How many trustees does it take to work  

on a piano?????? 
   Just kidding guys… 

 

 This is a bunch of great 

“willing” workers at Lynnville 

Friends. Their duties might 

consist of trying to fix anything 

from a piano to a dripping fau-

cet.  

 

We really appreciate 

all of you and your 

willingness to help at 

any given moment! 



   Kids 4 Christ has been going strong since the beginning of September averag-

ing 25 kids in grades kindergarten through 5th grade on Wednesday nights 

from 6:30-7:30.  Debbie Merten is the coordinator of Kids 4 Christ. Bev Van 

Maanen teaches K-2nd grade and Marlene Bryan teaches 3rd-5th grade.  

    The Womans Bible Study group brings snacks each week for the children. 

 Each women also has 1-2 children from Kids 4 Christ that they pray for throughout the year.  The children 

have been studying the birth of Jesus, Jesus growing up as a child, baptizing and miracles, and parables. 

 The K-2nd grade memorized John 3:16, Bev Van Maanen stated "ask them to recite, it will warm your heart!" 

    At Christmas the 3rd-5th graders made a wooden sign with the 10 Commandments to give their parents for 

Christmas.  Each Wednesday night each group had 15 minutes where they come to the gym for games with 

Sara Van Wyk and Lisa James.  The favorite games of the kids are dodgeball, kickball, and sharks and min-

nows. Lynnville Friends Church sponsored a pool party in Pella on January 25th for all the area churches.  It 

was well attended with over 75 swimmers. Kids 4 Christ will continue each Wednesday until the end of 

March.   

What’s happening on Wednesday night?? 

Things 

Worth 

Keeping 

 

 

The most destructive habit—WORRY 

The greatest job—GIVING 

The greatest loss—SELF RESPECT 

The most satisfying work—HELPING OTHERS 

The ugliest personality trait—SELFISHNESS 

The most endangered species—DEDICATED LEADERS 

The greatest “shot in the arm” - ENCOURAGEMENT 

The greatest problem to overcome—FEAR 

The most effective sleeping pill—PEACE OF MIND 

The most crippling failure DISEASE—EXCUSES 

The most powerful force in life—LOVE 

The world’s most incredible computer—THE BRAIN 

The worst thing to be without—HOPE 

The deadliest weapon—THE TONGUE 

The two most power-filled words—I CAN 

The greatest asset—FAITH 

The most worthless emotion—SELF PITY 

The most beautiful attire—A SMILE 

The most prized possession—INTEGRITY 

The most powerful channel of communication—PRAYER 

The most contagious spirit—ENTHUSIASM 

 



FEBRUARY 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

Quilting in the 
basement 

3 4 

50 Days of 
Prayer Revival 

5 6 7 

Directory pic-
tures today 

through Feb. 9 

8 9 
 

10 11 

 

12 

FOCUS Valen-
tine supper 

 

13 14 
 

15 16 
Quilting in the 

basement 

17 
 

18 

19 
Texico Mission 
Trip through 

Feb. 26 

20 21 22 
 

23 
 

24 25 

26 27 28 
    

 

 

 
     

Council 
meets 

 7 pm 

Missions 

Trustees meet 
7 pm 

KIDS FOR 
CHRIST 

FOCUS 

BIBLE STUDY 

KIDS FOR 
CHRIST 

FOCUS 

BIBLE STUDY 

KIDS FOR 
CHRIST 

FOCUS 

BIBLE STUDY 

YOUTH 

SUNDAY 

B.I.G. 

KIDS FOR 
CHRIST 

FOCUS 

BIBLE STUDY 

BLIZZARD BLAST 

5TH-8TH Grades 



FEBRUARY: 
1-Randy Vander Weerdt 

3-Dee Van Genderen, Gorman Rozendaal 

4-Joel Rozendaal 

5-Carl James 

6-Tana Brand 

14-Brilynn Tice 

16-Euni Scholten, Vernon Terlouw 

17-Haley James 

21-Saige Vande Krol, Brandon Van Wyk 

22-Rita Carlson 

25-Isabella Bogaard 

6-Dale and Bev Flander 

9-Mike and Brenda Terpstra 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
A new church directory is in the mak-
ing! We are in the process of  getting 
appointment times scheduled for pic-
tures of  our congregation. Please visit 
the church’s website and go to the 
home page and schedule there or call 
Stacey at the church office to set up a 
time on Feb. 7-9.  

 
 

Thumb-family 

Pointer-authority figures (teachers, 

Firemen, police, etc. 

Tall-leaders 

Ring-the weak, sick, frail 

Little-self 

The Five Finger Prayer 

A Wish for my Grandchildren 

  We tried so hard to make things 
better for our kids that we made 
them worse. For my grandchildren, 
I’d like better. 

  I’d really like for them to know 
about hand-me-down clothes, 
homemade ice cream, and leftover 
meat loaf sandwiches. 

  I hope you learn to make your 
own bed and mow the lawn and 
wash the car. And I really hope 
nobody gives you a brand new car 
when you are sixteen. 

  If will be good if at least one time 
you can see puppies born and, 
although this will be very hard, 
your old dog put to sleep. 

  I hope you get a black eye 
fighting for something you believe 
in. 

  I hope you have to share a bed-
room with your younger broth-
er/sister. And it’s all right if you 
have to draw a line down the mid-
dle of the room, but when he 
wants to crawl under the covers 
with you because he’s scare, I hope 
you let him. 

  I hope you have to walk uphill to 
school with your friends and that 
you live in a town where you can 
do it safely. 

  On rainy days when you have to 
catch a ride, I hope you don’t ask 
your driver to drop you two blocks 
away so you won’t be seen riding 
with someone as uncool as your 
Mom. 

  If you want a slingshot, I hope 
your dad teaches you how to make 
one instead of buying one. 

  I hope you learn to dig in the dirt 
and read books. 

  When you learn to use comput-
ers, I hope you also learn to add 
and subtract in your head. 

  I hope when you talk back to 
your mother that you learn what 
Ivory soap tastes like. 

  I hope you don’t try a beer once, 
but if you do, I hope you don’t like 
it. And if a friend offers you dope 
or a joint, I hope you realize he is 
not your friend. 

  I sure hope you make time to sit 
o n  a  p o r c h  w i t h  y o u r 
Grandma/Grandpa and go fishing 
with your Uncle. 

  May you feel sorrow at a funeral 
and joy during the holidays. 

  I hope your mother punishes you 
when you throw a baseball through 
your neighbor’s window and that 
she hugs you and kisses you at 
Christmas time when you give her 
a plaster mold of your hand. 

  These things I wish for you—
tough times, disappointment, hard 
work and happiness. It’s a good 
way to learn to appreciate life. 

  And just remember, we secure 
our friends not by accepting favors 
but by doing them. 

 

-author unknown 



KNOW YOUR BIBLE 

66 separate books, 1189 chapters, thousands of words, the Bible shares one message: 

GOD loves you!  

OBADIAH 
  Dates of the this book are unclear but probably within thirty years after Babylon’s 

invasion of Judah in 586 BC 

  Edom was a nation descended from Esau —twin brother o Jacob, the patriarch of Israel. The baby boys 

had struggled in their mother’s womb (Genesis 25:21-26), and their conflict had continued over the centuries. 

After Edom took part in the Babylonian ransacking of Jerusalem, Obadiah passed down God’s judgment: “For 

thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever” (1:10). 

Obadiah is the Old Testament’s shortest book—only one chapter and 21 verses. 

Obadiah shows God’s faithfulness to His people. This prophecy is a fulfillment of God’s promise from genera-

tions earlier: “I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee” (Genesis 12:3). 

Pg. 5 

Moments 
For 

FRIENDS 

  As a part of an assignment for a doctoral thesis, a college student spent 

a year with a group of Navajo Indians on a reservation in the Southwest. As 

she did her research she lived with one family, sleeping in their hut, eating 

their food, working with the, and generally living the life of a twentieth-

century Navajo Indian. 

  The old grandmother of the family spoke no English at all yet a very close 

bond formed between these two. In spite of the language difference, they 

shared the common language of love and understood each other. Over the 

months the student learned a few phrases of Navajo, and the grandmother 

picked up a little of the English language. 

  When it was time for the student to return to the campus, the tribe held a 

going-away celebration. It was marked by sadness since the young woman 

had become close to the whole village and all would miss her. 

  As she prepared to get up into the pickup truck and leave, the old grand- 

Mother came to tell her goodbye, personally. With tears streaming from 

her eyes, she placed her gnarled, weathered hands on either side of the 

young woman’s face, looked directly into her eyes, and said in her broke, halting English, “I like me best 

when I’m with you.” 

  And isn’t that just the way we feel when we are in the presence of good friends? Friends see us as worthy 

and valuable when we spend time together. Friends help overlook the hurts, the cares, the disappointments 

of our lives. Friends are spirit-lifters. Friends help each other’s self-esteem. Friends place great value on 

each other. Edwin Markham, poet, was asked which of his poems he valued the most. He replied, “How can 

you choose between your own children?” He then went on to voice his opinion that his four lines called 

“Outwitted” might have the best-lasting qualities because love lasts: He drew a circle that shut me out. Here-

tic, rebel, a thing to flout. But Love and I had the wit to win: We drew a circle that that took him in! 

  To be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, the greatest of all friends, is to hopefully generate in others 

the old Indian grandmother’s response: “I like me best when I’m with you.” 

Today’s verse: And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend (James 2:23). 



FOCUS began 2017 by 

talking about new begin-

nings.  Special thanks to 

Ryan McDonald for 

providing the lesson while 

Jer and Jodi were on vaca-

tion.  We just started a 

Tim Tebow series called “Shaken” from the 

RightNow Media resource.  The first week was 

about who we are and what our identity is.  There 

are three more lessons, so we are looking forward 

to that.  

 

We traveled to Des Moines on Friday, January 27, 

for Winter Jam.  The van was full with 13 students 

and 2 adults.  It was a great night of praise and 

worship and hearing God’s word.  This continues 

to be a great event. 

 

Sunday, January 22, was Youth Sunday.  The stu-

dents did a wonderful job, and we are so grateful 

for these students that volunteer to help and that 

are there to support one another.  It was a blessing 

to hear Bella Bogaard and Haley James share the 

words that God gave them.  That evening we had 

BIG, which is the high school community youth 

group.  Our guest speaker was Ruben Sinnema 

from Trinity Reformed Church in Pella. He 

brought his youth group students that included a 

student led worship team.  We had a large crowd 

and students had a great time.  February 26 will be 

Corey Nikkel from Montezuma and Chris Rose 

will be speaking on March 26. 

 

The Valentine’s Dinner fundraiser is right around 

the corner.  Please mark your calendars for the 

Valentine’s dinner being held on Sunday, Febru-

ary 12.  Please invite your friends and neighbors. 

Students are busy working towards their goal of 

reservations for ten people each.  We are really 

looking forward to this night of fun and fellowship! 

 

Blizzard Blast, which is for 5
th
 – 8

th
 grades, is Feb-

ruary 17-18; 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. @ Marshalltown 

YMCA & First Friends Church.  We will meet at 

the church at 4:45 p.m.  What to bring:  gym 

clothes, swimsuit, towel, a friend :)  To register, 

go to IAYM.org/events.  If you register by Sun-

day, Feb. 12, the cost is $25.  After that, the cost 

is $30.  Please plan ahead so we know what is 

needed for transportation and adults.  Please con-

tact Jer at 641-780-9972 with any questions. 

 

Thanks for your continued support and prayers! 

 

 

Valentine’s Dinner Fundraiser 

  

Sunday, February 12, 2017 

5:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Lynnville Friends Church – FCC Building 

Free Childcare – FOCUS Room 

  

Hosted by FOCUS Youth Group 

Proceeds going toward the Nashville, TN mission trip. 

RSVP by Sunday, February 5, by placing this form in basket at 
the back of the sanctuary or go to: 

https://form.jotform.com/LFCFOCUS/valentine 

  

Cost is $15 per person. 

Kids’ meals (12 & under) are $7 per person. 

Dine as a family or have a date night while children eat their 
meal and enjoy kids’ activities 

in the FOCUS room. 
  

Name:  ________________________   Phone:  
___________ 

Email Address (if available):  ______________________ 
  

Indicate number of entrees requested: 
  

Ham:  Adult = ____   Kids = ____ 

Chicken Supreme:  Adult = ____   Kids = ____ 
  

Each meal is served with cheesy potatoes, green beans, 
cherry salad, dinner roll, and toffee brownie trifle dessert. 
  

(  ) Dine-In            (  ) Carry-Out 
  

Select your reservation time: 
(  ) 5:00     (  ) 5:30     (  ) 6:00     (  ) 6:30     (  ) 7:00 

. 

We sincerely appreciate your support! 

  

Please fill out the section below, cut on the dotted line & 
bring it with you the night of the dinner. 

Name:  __________________ 
Ham: Adult =___   Kids= ___ 

Chicken: Adults= ___   Kids= ___ 

Reservation time:  _______ 
  






